Dear Friends

I wonder how and when and why you pray, or if you pray at all? Quite a simple question on the surface and you may just pass it off as of no relevance to your life or your situation. But saying a prayer is something, I think, we will all have done at some time or other, be it in public worship or in private devotion and with differing amounts of success or purpose.
It is a huge question about who and what we are and what our purpose is in this life and of our relationship with God and each other. Put simply though, prayer is having a conversation with God, and even in public worship, when we can all join in set prayers it can be a very personal experience of letting God have his way with us rather than us having our way with God! 
When was it that you last had a conversation with him and why? It may have been a one off prayer uttered at a time of great need, or it may be part of your daily routine, offering to God all that we think and say and do; part of our journey of life. 
Come what may, God does hear and answer prayers said from the heart.
Whatever, prayer can be a blessing because it can and has changed people’s lives for the better and whether we know it or not, and it may come as a surprise, there may be someone praying for you right now!
If you’d like to give prayer a try and are stuck for something to say, then try this! One of the most famous and important prayers of the Christian church is the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus was responding to his followers who had seen him pray and wanted to know how to do it! Jesus told them do it like this… he said, “When you pray, say, Our Father, holy is your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial. “ 
Towards the end of this month the Archbishops of Canterbury and of York are calling the whole of the Church of England to join together in praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’, when Christians around the world are invited to pray between Ascension and Pentecost (25th May to 4th June) for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. 
It is our hope that in the Uttoxeter Area all our churches will be available for prayer during this time at some point of each day, starting with an Area service on Ascension Day (25th May) at 7.30pm at Gratwich. You are warmly invited to join in. 

We are planning to have our churches open for daily prayers, using the Lord’s Prayer as our guide and there will be book marks to take away and use on a personal basis. Please do take the time to ‘pop in’ to one of our churches and have that long awaited conversation with God. You never know what might happen!

Be Blessed!

Charles Dale
Local Ordained Minister

